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Digital rhetoric is the act of persuading audiences in a digital domain. It takes the form of memes, videos, examples, and counterexamples, and is the primary means of tribal expansion among the web's insular communities of purpose. 

Black Lives Matter is a movement with some digital pedigree and began years ago. Now, in the public eye again, due to yet another stream of police shootings, it displays many rhetorical tricks to get across its message to the public. The purpose of rhetoric itself is to convince and may not be to facilitate debate for the sharing of ideas. Digital rhetoric has its own rules, and as such, does not follow the mores of older forms of rhetoric. 

An ecology of code is something that would include grammar, and it the varied communicative and expressive resources drawn to produce discourse. Black Lives Matter can be understood through such ecology of code. The grammar of each message is the post as it appears. The communicative resources would be each platform and its essential limitations—Twitter, in this case. The expressive resources are the artistic expression of the message itself. 

The compositional analysis involved the description of the visual grammar of images. Some visual topoi become so culturally influential that they consolidate into more dominant cultural forms. These are called visual ideographs. A liberty pole was typical to see during the revolutionary war. It would have had a readily apparent meaning at the time. Visual topoi are culture-bound. Analyzing image content may involve exploring how the gaze is activated. The image of the black power fist is an ideograph. 


Color has three components, hue or actual color, saturation or purity of tone, value, or the color's relative lightness or darkness. Light plays a part in the reception of an image. In the image, we can see a call back to many black power images. The culture-binding of the image is drawn from the imitation of African art.
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https://blacklivesmatter.com/what-we-believe/ 


The goals of BLM are quite broad. The Black Lives Matter platform highlights inclusiveness as a goal. As outline in "What We Believe," Black Lives Matter views justice and freedom for Black people, and everyone as a goal. The organization self identifies as a safe space for various minority groups. It has focused on building a community outside of just the nuclear family.  

There are two ways to view these goals as a complete wash and impossible to achieve due to their broadness. Secondly, we could see this as a sound strategy born of the experience of seasoned activism. These goals are so overarching that they would resist the impetus to dissolve the organization upon their completion. Such an outcome would be likely if Black Lives Matter had a narrow focus on policing and explicitly included anti-racism in its platform. The global nature of black lives matter is evident in recent international protests against state violence in the United States. An example of such an organization dissolving upon completion of narrow objectives would be the Weather Underground falling apart after the end of the Vietnam war. 

Little change has occurred to policing as a result. Police unions are still able to protect fired officers; citizen review boards are still rubber stamps. Police are still able to go on paid leave after shootings. It has succeeded in raising the awareness of the public to racial disparity. Each shooting now garners massive outrage and gets a taste of its fifteen minutes of fame. Each fallen civilian receives a eulogy worthy of epideictic. There have been small successes, and performative activism has characterized the public's interaction with the hashtag and its nascent organization. Systematic racism is thus more broadly understood by laypeople outside of the academic bubble that would prove impossible beforehand. If taste is part of algorithms, as Beer suggests in Algorithms, then some white notion of taste drives the reaction to BLM. Epideictic is the rhetoric of praise and blame. In these cases, the dead are eulogized, and the digital assemblage then moves to engage about a given situation. An assemblage is a gathering of actors around a particular event. Epideictic on online platforms arise from:
Enmeshment in specific types of technological assemblages: complex, dynamic entanglements of material and discursive factors that produce specific kinds of relations and effects.” (p.11)


An assemblage framework posits rhetoric as an emergent process distributed across a complex web of physical, social, psychological, spatial, and temporal dimensions. This assemblage can be seen in the recent George Floyd protests, where digital activism combined with street actions to produce a full assemblage of actors.

By a process, it enacts a community. This community could be seen in direct forms where direct action took place, such as CHAZ in Portland. Social values drive social media. These values connect people, and finding outcasts to chastise for transgressions creates ad hoc assemblages of puritanical purposes. Of course, the question of state violence is much more basic and less prudish than the typical examples of digital outrage. 

To be an activist in a digital space is to transcend the power of algorithms to shape social fabric. Algorithms oppress by the omission of the oppressed and minority, and the unconscious bias of their designers slips in like a metaphysical fact. An algorithm without prejudice is impossible, or perhaps impossible. In the rhetorical game particular to racial struggle, it is easy to see where the "White Lives matter' reaction would get traction. Software performs a social function in the digital space. Once a thing trends, according to the algorithm that drives the Twitter platform, it is going to be platformed, slightly objectionable, or not. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/michael-brown-shooting/ferguson-cop-darren-wilson-not-indicted-shooting-michael-brown-n255391 

#blacklivesmatter is a response to the dehumanization of black people. But it’s also a call to action. @aliciagarza #mediajustice 


Black Lives Matter began after George Zimmermann killed Trayvon Martin. This is of course a statement of the aims of the movement. Alicia Garza is one of the founders of Black Lives Matter. Garza began using the phrase as part of a 'love letter to black people'. She worked with the other founders of Black Lives Matter to focus on inclusiveness and egalitarianism, instead of focusing around savior figures. 


In this example, we can see a telegram style message that gets the point across directly. 
Officer who killed Tamir Rice found unfit in previous police job http://t.co/UncePJxA2f via @msnbc

 HYPERLINK "https://twitter.com/hashtag/TRIBELIVE?src=hash"
#TRIBELIVE #CLEVELAND #BLACKLIVESMATTER!!

· Jazzmine D. McKnight (@Progress4Ohio) August 26, 2015
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/06/10/blacklivesmatter-surges-on-twitter-after-george-floyds-death/ 

George Floyd's death ignited nationwide protests and social media outrage, reigniting the discussion of racist policing. Of course, once something Trends, it snowballs. The general rhetorical response to Black Lives Matter has been to claim it is racist. An example of the counter-rhetoric, in tame form, is this tweet:
https://twitter.com/TheDamaniFelder/status/1287128959193317379 
In the rhetorical ecology of Black Lives Matter we can see the ability of one day to generate a massive amount of tweets. 
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In this example we can see a thousand posts in a single day from the hashtag, which is nothing extraordinary. 
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In this example, we can see a layout of given tweets by username. 

An additional line graph will show the growth in tweets by date:
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Clearly the term has some amount of virality, if over a couple days the amount of Tweets with the hashtag triples.
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